J4/00-0091
Page  1  of  1

SUBJECT:


Letter Ballot 00-0085, Mixed alphanumeric and national data

DATE:


December 23, 1999

REFERENCES:
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J4/99-0606, Mixed alphanumeric and national data

The IBM response to letter ballot 00-0085 is:    YES with comments

1.   I point out that quality review comment 98-0571/2 from IBM requested removal of explicit handling of mixed data; nonetheless, it was WG4's decision to retain some minimal support due to the requirement of the WG4 delegation from Japan.  Therefore, I will support the position of ITSCJ (either to keep minimal support or to remove it) if the WG4 delegation from Japan is in agreement.  

2.   If the minimal support of mixed data is retained, the explicit allowance of mixed data for conversion functions NATIONAL-OF and DISPLAY-OF should be restored.  

In accordance with the discussion in 99-0606, at meeting 222 J4 decided to remove mention of mixed alphanumeric and national data in alphanumeric literals, in data items described with PIC X, and in the conversion functions NATIONAL-OF and DISPLAY-OF.  The removal of mixed from conversion functions resulted from discussion of alphanumeric groups containing some subordinate alphanumeric data items and some subordinate national data items.  The problem was that the implementor could not tell the alphanumeric subordinate fields from the national subordinate fields on the basis of the data for some character sets.

Removal of the functions was not the only or best solution to this problem.  

Because alphanumeric groups can contain floating point, binary, packed decimal, and other kinds of items -- and the implementation cannot tell these apart from alphanumeric elementary items on the basis of the data -- the argument rules for the conversion function DISPLAY-OF should be changed to accept only elementary alphanumeric data items.  

3.   Regardless of the outcome of this letter ballot:

Because alphanumeric groups can contain floating point, binary, packed decimal, national, and other kinds of items  -- and the implementation cannot tell these apart from alphanumeric elementary items on the basis of the data -- the argument rules for the conversion function DISPLAY-OF should be changed to accept only elementary alphanumeric data items.  

It does not make sense to convert alphanumeric groups containing data of different usages, quite apart from any issue of  "mixed data".
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